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Report On The Business Of The Federal Courts of the Seventh Circuit

For The Twelve Month Period From January 1, 2002 to December 31, 2002

The following annual report is submitted to the 52™ annual joint meeting of the
Judicial Conference of the Seventh Circuit and the Seventh Circuit Bar
Association held on May 4™ through May 6™, 2003 at the Pfister Hotel in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. This report is a collection of statistical data from every
court of the circuit and national comparison data for the Circuit Courts of Appeal.

There are a number of people responsible for the collection and assembly of the
data contained in these pages. Mr. Steven Schlesinger, Ms. Marilyn Miller and
Mr. Maurice Galloway of the Analytical Services and Statistical Division of the
Administrative Office were especially helpful. We thank them for their hard work,
professional service and good advice. Also, thanks to Mr. Christopher Conway,
Mr. Dale Russell and Ms. Patricia Brodie of the Court of Appeals. This data is
available on the Court of Appeals web page at www.ca7.uscourts.gov.

This report shows that the federal courts of the Seventh Circuit continue to be
busy and productive.

Respectfully submitted,

Gino J. Agnello

Clerk, U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Seventh Circuit
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Table 1

APPEALS DOCKETED AND TERMINATED FROM 01/01/71 TO 12/31/02

YEAR DOCKETED % CHANGE TERMINATED % CHANGE
1971 959 13.8% 844 5.6%
1972 1,063 10.8% 1,009 19.5%
1973 1,163 9.4% 1,191 18.0%
1974 1,129 -2.9% 1,185 -0.5%
1975 1,201 6.4% 1,233 4.1%
1976 1,339 11.5% 1,236 0.2%
1977 1,352 1.0% 1,266 2.4%
1978 1,718 27.1% 1,539 21.6%
1979 1,598 -7.0% 1,402 -8.9%
1980 1,892 18.4% 1,689 20.5%
1981 2,180 15.2% 2,006 18.8%
1982 2,165 -0.7% 2,070 3.2%
1983 2,374 9.7% 2,313 11.7%
1984 2,249 -5.3% 2,397 3.6%
1985 2,313 2.8% 2,386 -0.5%
1986 2,207 -4.6% 2,275 -4.7%
1987 2,219 0.5% 2,296 0.9%
1988 2,579 16.2% 2,051 -10.7%
1989 2,852 10.6% 2,363 15.2%
1990 2,927 2.6% 2,818 19.3%
1991 2,998 2.4% 2,864 1.6%
1992 3,236 7.9% 3,354 17.1%
1993 3,130 -3.3% 3,244 -3.3%
1994 - 95 3,103 -0.9% 3,409 5.1%
1995 - 96 3,160 1.8% 3,096 -9.2%
1996 - 97 3,333 5.5% 3,236 4.5%
1998 3,374 1.4% 3,353 0.9%
1999 3,432 1.7% 3,186 -0.5%
2000 3,419 -0.4% 3,804 19.4%
2001 3,447 0.8% 3,523 -7.4%
2002 3,466 0.6% 3,333 -5.4%
AVG.(71-02) 2,343 4.9% 2,294 5.2%
AVG.(71-80) 1,246 8.8% 1,175 8.3%
AVG.(81-90) 2,407 4.7% 2,298 5.7%
AVG.(91-00) 3,243 1.8% 3,283 4.0%
AVG.(01-02) 3,457 0.7% 3,428 -6.4%
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Table 3

SOURCE OF APPEALS AND ORIGINAL PROCEEDINGS COMMENCED
FROM 01/01/97 TO 12/31/02

SOURCE 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 2002
ILLINOIS
NORTHERN 1,170 1,263 1,225 1,137 1,143 1,186
CENTRAL 320 290 276 326 351 306
SOUTHERN 280 311 277 278 253 267
INDIANA
NORTHERN 278 275 318 293 309 329
SOUTHERN 455 388 339 351 346 402
WISCONSIN
EASTERN 336 343 369 329 312 329
WESTERN 231 256 254 273 241 236
BANKRUPTCY 57 45 42 36 44 44
U.S.TAX COURT 11 15 11 19 23 7
N.L.R.B. 50 31 41 27 38 19
ALL OTHER
AGENCIES 106 86 81 78 85 150
ORIGINAL
PROCEEDINGS 33 71 199 272 302 191
TOTALS 3,327 3,374 3,432 3,419 3,447 3,466




Table 4

SOURCES OF APPEALS IN CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES
FROM U.S. DISTRICT COURTS FROM 01/01/02 TO 12/31/02

APPEALS DOCKETED

APPEALS TERMINATED

DISTRICT COURTS TOTAL CIVIL | CRIMINAL | TOTAL CIVIL CRIMINAL
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 1,186 947 239 1,105 946 159
CENTRAL ILLINOIS 306 240 66 306 251 55
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 267 204 63 265 205 60
NORTHERN INDIANA 329 264 65 318 260 58
SOUTHERN INDIANA 402 358 44 386 310 76
EASTERN WISCONSIN 329 269 60 352 282 70
WESTERN WISCONSIN 236 193 43 248 193 55
TOTALS 3,055 2,475 580 2,980 2,447 533
Table 5
APPEALS COMMENCED, TERMINATED AND PENDING
FROM U.S. DISTRICT COURTS FROM 01/01/02 TO 12/31/02
FILINGS TERMINATIONS PENDING
PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT
NATURE OF PROCEEDINGS | NUMBER | OF TOTAL | NUMBER |OF TOTAL| NUMBER | OF TOTAL
CRIMINAL 580 16.7% 533 16.0% 515 23.8%
U.S. PRISONER PETITIONS 406 11.7% 378 11.3% 157 7.3%
OTHER U.S. CIVIL 183 5.3% 174 5.2% 123 5.7%
PRIV. PRISONER PETITIONS 770 22.2% 773 23.2% 367 17.0%
OTHER PRIVATE CIVIL 1,116 32.2% 1,122 33.7% 769 35.6%
BANKRUPTCY 44 1.3% 44 1.3% 34 1.6%
ADMINISTRATIVE CASES 176 5.1% 114 3.4% 180 8.3%
ORIGINAL PROCEEDINGS 191 5.5% 195 5.9% 17 0.8%
[TOTALS 3,466 100% 3,333 100% 2,162 100%||
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Table 10

CIVIL APPEALS FILED, TERMINATED AND PENDING
BY NATURE OF SUIT FROM 01/01/02 TO 12/31/02

NATURE OF SUIT FILED TERMINATED | PENDING
TOTAL CIVIL CASES 2,475 2,447 1,416
U.S. CASES 589 552 280
U.S. AS PLAINTIFF ( TOTAL) 25 27 12
CONTRACT ACTIONS 4 3 2
REAL PROPERTY ACTIONS 1 1 0
TORT ACTIONS 1 0 1
CIVIL RIGHTS 5 4 3
FORFEITURE & PENALTY 2 2 0
LABOR 2 1 1
SECURITIES 0 3 0
TAX SUITS 6 7 0
ALL OTHER 6 6 5
U.S. AS DEFENDANT (TOTAL) 564 525 268
CONTRACT ACTIONS 1 4 0
REAL PROPERTY ACTIONS 2 4 0
TORT ACTIONS 19 16 11
CIVIL RIGHTS
EMPLOYMENT 34 26 26
OTHER CIVIL RIGHTS 17 9 17
PRISONER PETITIONS
MOTIONS TO VACATE SENTENCE 255 243 94
HABEAS CORPUS 62 57 16
PRISONER CIVIL RIGHTS 0 31 1
OTHER PRISONER PETITIONS 89 47 46
LABOR SUITS 4 7 2
SOCIAL SECURITY LAW 44 39 27
TAX SUITS 5 8 3
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 3 3 4
FREEDOM OF INFO ACT 3 3 4
ALL OTHER 26 28 17

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)




(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)

Table 10

NATURE OF SUIT FILED TERMINATED PENDING
PRIVATE CASES 1,886 1,895 1,136
FEDERAL QUESTION (TOTAL) 1,743 1,748 1,030
CONTRACT ACTIONS I 6 I
EMPLOYER LIABILITY ACT 3 3 2
MARINE INJURY 7 8 4
OTHER TORT ACTION 76 101 49
ANTITRUST 1 9 3
CIVIL RIGHTS EMPLOYMENT 306 304 221
OTHER CIVIL RIGHTS 308 295 185
PRISONER PETITIONS
HABEAS CORPUS 410 407 175
PRISONER CIVIL RIGHTS 4 3 1
OTHER PRISONER PETITIONS 356 363 191
LABOR MANAGEMENT
RELATIONS ACT 24 23 18
OTHER LABOR 58 73 36
COPYRIGHT, PATENT &
TRADEMARK 41 30 32
SECURITIES, COMMODITIES
& EXCHANGE 12 9 11
CONST. OF STATE STATUTES 6 4 5
ALL OTHER 124 110 90
DIVERSITY OF CITIZENSHIP
(TOTAL) 143 147 106
INSURANCE 41 40 30
CONTRACT ACTIONS 101 104 75
REAL PROPERTY ACTIONS 0 0 0
P.I. PRODUCT LIABILITY 1 0 1
OTHER PERSONAL INJURY 0 3 0
PERSONAL PROPERTY
DAMAGE 0 0 0




Table 11

CRIMINAL APPEALS FILED, TERMINATED AND PENDING BY NATURE OF OFFENSE

FROM 01/01/02 TO 12/31/02

NATURE OF OFFENSE FILED TERMINATED PENDING
TOTAL CRIMINAL CASES 580 533 515
HOMICIDE 0 4 0
ROBBERY 31 18 23
ASSAULT 5 6 0
BURGLARY 0 0 0
LARCENY & THEFT (TOTAL) 12 19 11
INTERSTATE COMMERCE 5 13 5
TRANS. OF STOLEN PROPERTY 5 2 4
POSTAL 0 2 0
OTHER LARCENY & THEFT 2 2 2
EMBEZZLEMENT 2 2 1
FRAUD(TOTAL) 91 80 78
INCOME TAX 3 1 3
POSTAL & INTERSTATE
WIRE,RADIO,ETC. 28 24 26
LENDING & CREDIT 14 15 12
FALSE CLAIMS & STATEMENTS 7 10 5
OTHER FRAUD 39 30 32
AUTO THEFT 1 0 1
FORGERY & COUNTERFEITING 7 7 5
SEX OFFENSES 7 5 9
DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION
AND CONTROL ACT (TOTAL) 237 240 231
MISC GENERAL
OFFENSES (TOTAL) 106 78 91
BRIBERY 3 1 2
EXTORTION, RACKETEERING
& THREATS 3 3 3
GAMBLING 2 2 0
KIDNAPING 0 3 0
FIREARMS, WEAPONS 76 54 66
ESCAPE 7 7 6
PERJURY 0 1 0
OTHER MISC. GENERAL OFFENSES 15 7 14
SPECIAL OFFENSES:
IMMIGRATION LAWS 30 20 22
FEDERAL STATUTES (TOTAL) 51 54 43
AGRICULTURAL ACTS 0 1 0
ANTITRUST VIOLATIONS 0 0 0
NATIONAL DEFENSE LAWS 0 0 0
CIVIL RIGHTS 2 0 2
WITNESS INTIMIDATION 2 1 2
EXPLOSIVES 5 9 6
OTHER 42 43 33
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U.S. Courts of Appeals
Comparison Tables
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Civil Table 2

CIVIL CASES COMMENCED BY NATURE OF SUIT FROM 01/01/02 TO 12/31/02

ILLINOIS INDIANA WISCONSIN TOTALS

ND CD SD ND SD ED WD
TOTAL CIVIL CASES 10,220 1,270 2,227 2,030 3,073 1,368 744 20,932
UNITED STATES
CASES
TOTAL U.S. CASES 1,094 242 278 308 616 229 138 2,905
CONTRACT 161 3 6 16 97 1 9 293
REAL PROPERTY 10 70 36 112 228 6 15 477
TORT ACTIONS 49 4 13 12 14 9 4 105
CIVIL RIGHTS 103 9 14 13 17 12 9 177
FORFEITURES
AND PENALTIES 34 16 13 10 17 53 17 160
LABOR SUITS 31 3 6 6 5 3 2 56
SOCIAL SECURITY 139 39 68 70 168 73 34 591
ALL OTHERS 429 12 18 18 27 17 12 533
PRISONER
PETITIONS
MOTION TO VACATE
SENTENCE 105 40 43 46 38 50 20 342
HABEAS CORPUS 9 43 47 3 5 2 12 121
DEATH PENALTY 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2
CIVIL RIGHTS 8 0 0 2 0 2 4 16
PRISON COND. 6 2 14 0 0 0 0 22
MANDAMUS & OTHER 9 0 0 0 0 1 0 10
PRIVATE
CASES
TOTAL PRIVATE CASES 9,126 1,028 1,949 1,722 2,457 1,139 606 18,027
CONTRACT 983 99 111 152 256 163 88 1,852
REAL PROPERTY 2,403 66 5 17 40 5 1 2,537
FELA 60 18 9 20 16 7 0 130
MARINE PERSONAL
INJURY 7 2 23 5 14 1 0 52
MOTOR VEHICLE
PERSONAL INJURY 64 11 39 50 56 4 7 231
OTHER
PERSONAL INJURY 263 49 790 86 281 39 29 1,537
OTHER TORT ACTION 196 15 17 18 26 11 2 285
CIVIL RIGHTS 1,668 246 190 470 638 330 176 3,718
COPY RIGHT
PATENT TRADEMARK 400 22 12 32 72 64 38 640
LABOR SUITS 1,448 143 117 183 171 104 42 2,208
ALL OTHER 1,101 89 408 54 189 79 26 1,946
PRISONER
PETITIONS
HABEAS CORPUS 177 57 35 321 391 176 65 1,222
DEATH PENALTY 6 0 0 2 1 0 0 9
CIVIL RIGHTS 340 210 193 312 301 153 130 1,639
MANDAMUS & OTHER 10 1 0 0 5 3 2 21
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